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Malaria: 

From the History and Archives 
Kate Lenart, MA 
Malaria was a significant infectious disease threat in the United States in the late 1800’s which 
originated in Constantine, Algeria and was discovered by Charles Louis Alphonse Laveran, a 
French Army surgeon. The symptoms of malaria were described in ancient Chinese medical 
writings as early as 2700 BC. 
Today we know that malaria is transmitted by mosquitos, however chapter 2 of a book from the 
collection of the Academy/ DPHA paints a very different picture (see Figure 1). 
Figure 1. Malaria, title page 

 
Chapter two has several interesting quotes (see Figure 2). “Telluric” is defined as being of the 
soil (earth). 
Figure 2. Malaria, chapter 2 
 



DOI: 10.32481/djph.2018.07.015 

 

 
“The malaria poison is of telluric origin, but its production, as manifested 
by its effects, is limited to certain parts of the earth’s surface, and is 
governed by conditions relating to soil, climate, and topography….” 

The associated table (see Figure 3) shows various statistics gathered regarding malaria. In the 
notes section, below the table, Delaware is listed as having been a part of the “Middle 
Department.” The area described as the Middle Department faired better (as reported by ratio of 
deaths to cases) than most areas. 
Figure 3. Malaria, Malaria statistics. 
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